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IV. Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social 
development 
  
27.  Improve water resource management and scientific understanding of the water cycle 
through cooperation in joint observation and research, and for this purpose encourage and 
promote knowledge-sharing and provide capacity-building and the transfer of technology, as 
mutually agreed, including remote-sensing and satellite technologies, particularly to 
developing countries and countries with economies in transition. 

* * * 

35.  An integrated, multi-hazard, inclusive approach to address vulnerability, risk assessment 
and disaster management, including prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and 
recovery, is an essential element of a safer world in the twenty-first century. Actions are 
required at all levels to: 
 …. 

 (c)  Strengthen the institutional capacities of countries and promote international joint 
observation and research, through improved surface-based monitoring and increased use of 
satellite data, dissemination of technical and scientific knowledge, and the provision of 
assistance to vulnerable countries; 

* * * 

36.  Change in the Earth’s climate and its adverse effects are a common concern of 
humankind. We remain deeply concerned that all countries, particularly developing countries 
including the least developed countries and small island developing States, face increased 
risks of negative impacts of climate change and recognize that, in this context, the problems 
of poverty, land degradation, access to water and food and human health remain at the centre 
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of global attention. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the 
key instrument for addressing climate change, a global concern, and we reaffirm our 
commitment to achieving its ultimate objective of stabilization of greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic 
interference with the climate system, within a time frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to 
adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure that food production is not threatened and to 
enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable manner, in accordance with our 
common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. Recalling the United 
Nations Millennium Declaration, in which heads of State and Government resolved to make 
every effort to ensure the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, preferably by the tenth anniversary of the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 2002, and to embark on the 
required reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases, States that have ratified the Kyoto 
Protocol strongly urge States that have not already done so to ratify the Kyoto Protocol in a 
timely manner. Actions at all levels are required to: 

……. 

(g)  Promote the systematic observation of the Earth’s atmosphere, land and oceans by 
improving monitoring stations, increasing the use of satellites, and appropriate 
integration of these observations to produce high-quality data that could be disseminated 
for the use of all countries, in particular developing countries; 

(h)  Enhance the implementation of national, regional and international strategies to 
monitor the Earth’s atmosphere, land and oceans including, as appropriate, strategies for 
integrated global observations, inter alia with the cooperation of relevant international 
organisations, especially the United Nations specialized agencies in cooperation with the 
UNFCCC; 

   
VIII.   Sustainable development for Africa 
  
59.  Deal effectively with natural disasters and conflicts, including their humanitarian and 
environmental impacts, recognizing that conflicts in Africa have hindered and in many cases 
obliterated both the gains and efforts aimed at sustainable development, with the most 
vulnerable members of society, particularly women and children, being the most impacted 
victims, through efforts and initiatives, at all levels, to: 

 (a)  Provide financial and technical assistance to strengthen the capacities of African 
countries, including institutional and human capacity, including at the local level, for 
effective disaster management, including observation and early warning systems, 
assessments, prevention, preparedness, response and recovery; 
  
IX. Means of implementation* 
 
104.  Assist developing countries, through international cooperation, in enhancing their 
capacity in their efforts to address issues pertaining to environmental protection including in 
their formulation and implementation of policies for environmental management and 
protection, including through urgent actions at all levels to: 

…. 

                                                 
*   Because the structure of chapter IX was changed in the course of negotiations, so that its paragraph numbering no longer  

corresponds to the earlier version contained in document A/CONF.199/L.1, Latin ordinal numbers (bis, ter etc.) are used after 
paragraph 119 until the end of the chapter in order not to disrupt the paragraph numbering of the following chapter, which was not 
so changed. 
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 (b)  Promote and, where appropriate, improve their use of satellite technologies for 
quality data collection, verification and updating, and further improvement of aerial and 
ground-based observations, in support of their efforts to collect quality, accurate, long-term, 
consistent and reliable data; 

*  *  * 

119.septies  Promote the development and wider use of earth observation technologies, 
including satellite remote sensing, global mapping and geographic information systems, to 
collect quality data on environmental impacts, land use and land-use changes, including 
through urgent actions at all levels to: 
 (a)  Strengthen cooperation and coordination among global observing systems and 
research programmes for integrated global observations, taking into account the need for 
building capacity and sharing of data from ground-based observations, satellite remote 
sensing and other sources among all countries; 

 (b)  Develop information systems that make the sharing of valuable data possible, 
including the active exchange of Earth observation data; 
 (c)  Encourage initiatives and partnerships for global mapping. 
 
119.octies   Support countries, particularly developing countries, in their national efforts to: 
 …. 

  (b)  Use satellite and remote-sensing technologies for data collection and further 
improvement of ground-based observations; 
 (c)  Access, explore and use geographic information by utilizing the technologies of 
satellite remote sensing, satellite global positioning, mapping and geographic information 
systems. 
 
119.noviens  Support efforts to prevent and mitigate the impacts of natural disasters, 
including through urgent actions at all levels to: 

 …. 
 (b) Translate available data, particularly from global meteorological observation 
systems, into timely and useful products. 

 
 
 

 
 


